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Education
University of Oxford, UK. D.Phil. in Politics, 2005.

University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA. M.A. in Political Science, 1999.
University of Oxford, UK. M.Phil. in Russian and East European Studies, 1997.

University of Texas, Austin, USA. B.A.in Plan II, 1995.

Dissertation
Russia’s Internal Borders: Institutions, Territory, Identity.
Supervisor: Prof. Archie Brown; Examiners: Dr. Paul Chaisty (Oxford), Dr. James Hughes (LSE)

Research & Teaching Interests
Nationalism and Identity Politics; Political Institutions; Regionalism and Federalism; Post-Soviet and

Russian Politics.

Professional Experience

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Oklahoma (2006-present)
Courses taught: Politics of Russia, Russian Foreign Policy, Governments Around the World,
Capstone in Political Science; Russian Politics in Comparative Perspective, Comparative
Nationalism (Graduate seminars).

Consultant, Oxford Analytica, UK (2003-present)
Research briefs on current developments in Russian politics for the Oxford-based international
consulting firm.

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Oklahoma (2004-6)

Visiting Lecturer, Royal Holloway College, University of London (2002-4).
Conducted weekly lectures and seminars on Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics for undergraduate
students; also conducted graduate seminars on comparative politics methodology and
democratization in Spring 2004.

Tutor, Jesus and Christ Church Colleges, University of Oxford (Fall 2002 — Fall 2003).
Conducted weekly tutorials and marked essays for International Relations Theory & Concepts
and International Relations of the Cold War.



Publications

“Russia’s Gubernatorial Elections: A Postmortem,” in Julie Newton and William Tompson, eds.,
Institutions, Ideas and Leadership in Post-Soviet Politics: Essays in Honour of Archie Brown
(Palgrave, forthcoming).

“The Puzzle of Putin’s Gubernatorial Appointments,” Europe-Asia Studies 59, no. 3 (2007): 365-399.
(Lead article)

“The Regional Dimension of Russia’s 2007-2008 Elections,” Russian Analytical Digest no. 19, April 17,
2007.

“Rossiia pri Putina: ukrupnenie regionov” [Russia Under Putin: Regional Consolidation], Logos (Moscow)
8, no.1(2005): 172-212.

“The Push for Regional Enlargement in Putin’s Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs 20, no. 3 (2004): 219-257.

“Analysis of Russian Developments” (co-authored with Archie Brown), Report for the Department for
International Development’s Drivers of Change Programme, London, July 2004, 70 pp.

“Buryatia’s Potapov Wins Third Term,” Russian Regional Report, vol. 7, no. 21, July 3, 2002.
Conference Papers

“Topographies of Power: Institutions, Territory, and Identity in Putin’s Russia,” American Association for
the Advancement of Slavic Studies, New Orleans, November 15-18, 2007.

“Topographies of Power: Institutions, Territory, and Identity in Putin’s Russia,” American Political
Science Association, Chicago, August 30-September 2, 2007.

“Topographies of Power: Institutions, Territory, and Identity in Putin’s Russia,” Association for the Study
of Nationalities, Columbia University, April 12-14, 2007.

“Putin and the Governors,” Waseda University, Japan, February 25, 2007.

“The Regional Dimension of Russia’s 2007-2008 Elections,” Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University,
Japan, February 22-23, 2007.

“Vladimir Putin and Russia’s Regions: Centralization by Invitation?” Association for the Study of
Nationalities, Columbia University, March 23-25, 2006.

“Russia’s Gubernatorial Elections: A Post Mortem,” St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford, UK, June
23-26, 2005.

“Borderline Russian: Regional Institutions and Political Order in Russia,” Association for the Study of
Nationalities, Columbia University, April 3-5, 2003.



“Mezhregional’naia politika: k voprosu o ponimanii postsovetskogo politicheskogo prostranstva” [Inter-
regional Politics: Towards an Understanding of Post-Soviet Political Space], Perm State
University, Russia, October 26-27, 2001.

“Borderline Politics: Towards an Understanding of Post-Soviet Boundaries,” Association for the Study of
Nationalities, Columbia University, April 5-7, 2001.

“Georgia and Abkhazia: Contending Secessions,” Association for the Study of Nationalities, Columbia
University, April 13-15, 2000.

Book Reviews
“Democratic Breakdown and the Decline of the Russian Military,” by Zoltan Barany. Comparative
Political Studies (forthcoming).

Fellowships & Awards

Faculty Enrichment Grant, University of Oklahoma, 2007.

Faculty Senate Development Award, University of Oklahoma, 2007.

Elliott Bursary, University of Oxford, 2002-3.

Politics Department Bursary, University of Oxford, 2002.

IREX Individual Advanced Research Opportunities Fellowship, 2001-2.

Scatcherd European Scholarship, University of Oxford, 2001-2.

Cyril Foster Travel Grant, University of Oxford, 2001, 2003.

Sassoon Scholarship, St. Antony’s College, 2000-1.

Foreign Language Area Studies Fellowship, University of Wisconsin, 1997-8.

Committee for Slavonic and East European Studies Grants, University of Oxford, 1996.

Carr and Stahl Fund Travel Grants, St. Antony’s College, 1996, 2003.

Elliot Travel Grant, University of Oxford, 1996, 2003.

National Security Education Program Scholarship, University of Texas/Moscow State Linguistics
University, 1994-5.

Professional Service

Search Committee, Middle Eastern Politics, Department of Political Science/SIAS, 2006-7.
Acting Library Liaison, Department of Political Science, 2007.

UN Course Credit Evaluation, College of Liberal Studies, 2007.

Faculty Search Committee Workshop, College of Arts and Sciences, 2007.

Undergraduate Studies Committee, Department of Political Science, 2006-7.

Student Advisory Committee, Department of Political Science, 2006-7.

Undergraduate Awards Committee, Department of Political Science, 2006-7.

Candidate Interviewer, Education Abroad, 2006.

Professional Memberships

American Political Science Association

American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies
Association for the Study of Nationalities




Manuscript Reviewer
Comparative Political Studies
Russian Review

Public Administration Review
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