
June 3—13, 2009 

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA FILM & 

VIDEO STUDIES PROGRAM 

June 11, Thursday 

Essaouira. Included breakfast at  the hotel. This morning see the scene 
of Orson Welles’ Othello and investigate Essaouira’s famous  wood-
workers’ souk below the ramparts.  Seaside lunch (own account.) After-
ward return east to mysterious Marrakech, the fourth Imperial City of 
Morocco. Be introduced to the landmark historic Koutoubia Mosque 
and Marrakech’s fabulous square: Place Djemaa El Fna with acrobats, 
snake charmers, fortune tellers, dancers, Blue Men, Gnaouas, henna 
makeup artists, snack sellers,  food stalls, etc.  An ever-changing Mo-
roccan carnival!!!.Late afternoon arrive at the Hotel Tichka  
www.mahdsalam.com  Two overnights in Marrakech. 

Cinema & Morocco   Black Hawk Down (2001) 

June 12, Friday 

Marrakech. Breakfast at the hotel. By bus and on foot with a local guide  
explore historic Marrakech: Saadian Tombs,   the Koubba, opulent 
Bahia Palace and stalls and souks around the one-time Slave Market. 
Driving outside the walls of the Medina, stop for lunch in the Ville 
Novelle (Guéliz ) at the al fresco  Café de la Paix (own account) After-
ward walk through the exotic Marjorelle Gardens  and visit its beautiful 
Museum of Islamic Arts:  Yves Saint Laurent’s fine personal collection 
of North African artifacts and artist Jacques Majorelle’s ethereal engrav-
ings and paintings of Morocco of yesteryear.   Later today also call at a 
traditional Moroccan herbal pharmacy!   This evening  experience a 
Moroccan Dinner Banquet under tent with passing musicians and 
dancers, then an exciting Fantasia of brilliant Moroccan horsemanship. 
At this extraordinary show  expect a considerable number of other 

international travelers.  Overnight Marrakech.  

June 13, Saturday: 

Marrakech – Casablanca – Home 
0500 with a local English-speaking escort, our bus makes one transfer 
to Casablanca’s Mohammed V International Airport for today’s  flight to 
the US (DL flt. # 7487 /  AT 200 currently departing Casablanca at 

10.45 AM to JFK) or for flights to Europe. 

 

 

directed by 

 

Dr. Andrew Horton 

The Jeanne H Smith 

Professor of Film & Video 

Studies 

 

Invites you on a 

CINEMATIC SEMINAR 

TOUR  of  MOROCCO 
 

TRIP COSTð minus airfare  

Double is $2,360 ( $3,000 for a single).   

 

This includes the cost of the  seminar, hotels, breakfasts, 

several evening meals and several picnics  as well as tours 

and transportation throughout the mainland and  islands.  

*A $500 deposit is due by January 15, 2009 * 

FINAL PAYMENT AND PASSPORT COPY DUE BY 
MARCH 15, 2009 

Partial scholarships are available for FVS students, 
contact Dr. Horton at ahorton@ou.edu.  OU students 
may also apply for Presidential travel awards. 

 

 For further information, contact Journey House Travel  -  

(405) 366.8037 

Cyndee Rodgers  cyndee@journeyhouse.com 

or Darci Rimmer at darci@journeyhouse.com.   

 

Dr. Horton can be reached at  

ahorton@ou.edu  

http://www.mahdsalam.com/
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at a traditional pottery factory. Lunch, dinner on your own ac-
count. Overnight Fès. 

Cinema & Morocco: A Film From Morocco 

June 7, Sunday 

Fès  Included breakfast at the hotel and check out.  More Moroc-
can ever-changing scenes: drive south  through the Middle Atlas 
(and its cedar forests and baboons!) through Midlet (lunch own 
account) and the Zis Valley to the former French garrison town of 
Erfoud. Overnight  Kasbah Xaluca  www.xaluca@xaluca.com  
Included dinner and 2 overnights in Erfoud.   
This part of Morocco  was once the terminus of caravan routes 
and the famous Salt Road south across the Sahara to West 
Africa by way of Timbuktu. Also a route for gold and slaves.  
Cinema & Morocco: James Stuart & Doris Day in Alfred 

Hitchcock’s The Man Who Knew Too Much (1956) 

 June 8, Monday 

Erfoud  Included breakfast at the hotel. This morning  become 
acquainted with the rocks, fossils and minerals of Morocco : 
ammonites, trilobites, nautiloidea and geodes. Stop at the old 
oasis town  of Rissani and wonder through  a 17th century (still 
lived in) Kasbah/Ksar. Change to 4 x 4’s to drive into the Mer-
zouga Dunes of the Sahara Desert for a camel ride at sunset  
and an included Moroccan dinner under tent,  then return to 
Erfoud for overnight.  
Cinema & Cinema of the Middle East  The Day I Became A 

Woman (2001, Iran) 

June 9, Tuesday 

Erfoud  included breakfast at the hotel. Motor eastward to the 
gorges of the Atlas Mountains – to hike in a verdant oasis in 
Todra Gorge. Lunch on our own account. Continue through kas-
bah and oasis country to Skoura.  Included dinner and overnight 
in the renovated traditional Kasbah Ben Moro in Skoura. http://
www.morocco-travel.com/h/KasbahBenMoro/index.html 

Cinema & Morocco  Lawrence of Arabia (1962) 

June 10, Wednesday 

Skoura Included breakfast at the Skoura hotel,  then– Valley of 
1000 Kasbahs – High Atlas Tichka Pass continuing across fertile 

plains to the Atlantic Ocean’s Essaouira.  . A spectacular day 

driving westward across the varied landscape of magical Mo-
rocco. Pausing en route for lunch (own account),  Continue to the 
Atlantic Coast  to the intriguing fortified beach-front town of Es-
saouira for overnight,  
Al Jasira  
www.aljasirahotel-
mogador.com 
Cinema & Morocco: 
Screening Orson 
Welles’ Othello 

(1952) 

by Srdjan Karanovic).  He has given screenwriting workshops around the 

world including Norway, Germany, England, the Czech Republic, Greece, 

New Zealand, Switzerland and throughout the United States. 

ñA life changing experience.ò 

      -A University of Oklahoma film student commenting on one of  Dr. 

Hortonôs previous study tours to Greece 

 

Tentative Schedule subject to change: 

Note:  Each participant is responsible for his or her ticket to Mo-

rocco though our travel agents at Journey House Travel will be 

happy to assist you in finding the best flight for you. 

June 3 , Wednesday:  Fly to Morocco  

June 4, Thursday 

Arrive Casablanca Mohammed V International Airport :  currently 8.45 
AM -  With a local English-speaking guide and driver, transfer into Casa-
blanca to visit of the spectacular Hassan II Mosque. See the Mauresque 
buildings around the Place des Nations Unies and pass Art Deco build-
ings. Drive through the residential  Anfa Quarter (Casablanca Conference) 
and pause for a simple lunch (own account)  before heading north  up  the 
coast to Rabat, Imperial City and  capital of Morocco.  
Hotel  Sheherazade www.accorhotels.com Included Welcome to Morocco 
Dinner.  Overnight Rabat.  
Cinema & Morocco begins!  Screening Marlene Dietrich in 

Von Sternberg’s Morocco (1931) 

June 5, Friday 

Rabat Included breakfast at the hotel.  With a local guide for half a day 
overview of Rabat’s handsome Royal Palace and administrative buildings. 
Then walk through the ancient Chellah and Oudaia Kasbah; visit  the 
impressive Mausoleum of King Mohammed V and see the historic Hassan 
Tower. Lunch (own account). Afternoon drive to nearby Meknes (our 
second Imperial City) to visit the Bab Mansour, Medersa Bou Inania and 
the amazing Royal Stables.  Next visit impressive Volubilis, UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and onetime Roman Capital of Mauritania.  Afterward 
drive to our third Imperial City : fabulous Fès for two overnights. Hotel 
Batha (web site under construction). Cinema & Morocco:  Screening 

Michael Curtiz’s Casablanca (1942) 

June 6, Saturday 

Fès Included breakfast at the hotel. A full day visiting Fès with a local 
English-speaking guide:  walking in its medieval Medina to view  its many 
mosques and medersas and to visit a tannery.  Outside the city walls, call 

Enjoy ô1001 Nightsõ during 10 Days in Magical  !  
Explore the friendly land of North 

Africaôs western Magreb  including its 

exotic and historic cities, landscapes, 

and culture.   Meet in Casablanca. 

With our own air-conditioned bus and 

private English-speaking local guides 

view and visit Roman Volubilis, the 

Four Imperial Cities of the Kingdom: 

the capital of Rabat,  medieval Fès 

and Meknès, and mysterious Marra-

kech.  UNESCO World Heritage sites.  

See the Sahara Desert at sunset, and 

ómeltingô kasbahs of past pashas. The snow-capped High Atlas 

Mountains.  The Atlantic coast at Essaouira. Stay in well-located 

3* ñhotels de charmeò and relax in oases kasbahs.  Ride a 4 WD 

and a camel on the Desert.  Dine on fresh Moroccan and French 

delicacies and fruits; savour the herbs and spices of  Arabia Felix.  

Learn of age-old traditions, customs and the arts of this hospitable, 

gentle people. Browse in shop-lined ósouksô for antiques, Moroc-

can leather goods, hand-made carpets and beautiful brass and 

copper.  Mingle on Marrakechôs Djemaa-el Fna Square with acro-

bats, scribes, soothsayers, musicians, henna artists and exotic 

entertainers and other travellers.  Then a óFantasiaô of food, folk-

lore and Moroccan horsemanship!  

        

We will also focus on ñcinematic and cultural Moroccoò as 

Hollywood has seen it from CASABLANCA to  Hitchcockôs  

THE MAN WHO KNEW TOO MUCH   and beyond with screen-

ings also of Moroccan films meeting some Moroccan film-

makers.  Attention also will be given to how Hollywood is using 

Morocco to shoot ñnon Moroccanò films such as LAWRENCE OF 

ARABIA and more recently, THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM and 

BLACK HAWK DOWN. Academic credit (independent study in 

film & video studies) is possible through OU.  Participants have 

included in the past students, faculty and friends of the University 

of Oklahoma and individuals, couples and families from across the 

United States, Europe, Australia, Yugoslavia and New Zealand. 

The seminar is being conducted by Dr. Andrew Horton of the 

University of Oklahoma Film & Video Studies Program.  Andrew 

Horton  is an award winning screenwriter, and the author of twenty 

books on film, screenwriting and cultural studies including, 

SCREENWRITING FOR A GLOBAL MARKET (U of California 

Press 2004), HENRY BUMSTEAD AND THE WORLD OF HOL-

LYWOOD ART DIRECTION (U of Texas Press, 2003),  and 

WRITING THE CHARACTER CENTERED SCREENPLAY (U. of 

California Press, 2000, 2nd edition), His films include Brad Pittôs 

first feature film, THE DARK SIDE OF THE SUN and much 

awarded SOMETHING IN BETWEEN (l983, Yugoslavia, directed  
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http://www.porocco-travel.com/h/KasbahBenMoro/index.html
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