The University of Oklahoma—Office of Freshman Programs

Freshman Seminar: Harry Potter and His Dark Materials—Fall 2004

UCOL 1022 

MW 1130-1220

Instructor: Timothy J. Jones 
 Email: jonestj@ou.edu  

Office Phone: 325-3521
Office Hours:  by appointment 
Office Location: Carnegie 100 
Required Texts: Kronzek.  The Sorcerer’s Companion. Broadway Books, 2001.



Pullman.  The Amber Spyglass. Yearling Books (Reprint), 2003. 



Rowling.  Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. Scholastic, 2000.




    Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix.  Scholastic, 2003.

Required Materials:  Loose leaf notebook (no spirals), text, daily backpack calendar, pen, two-pocket folder for portfolio. 

Course Goal:  The primary goal of this seminar is to engage students in interdisciplinary investigation of key themes in the Harry Potter and His Dark Materials series through discussion, reading, research, and writing.  Expect a combination of reading assignments, lectures, student presentations, journal writing, one formal research paper, a reaction paper, quizzes, a final examination, and a course portfolio.

Course Description:  Harry Potter has brought back magic to our somewhat jaded post-modern society.  This seminar will examine key elements of the Harry Potter series to explore the meaning of magic and myth in history, the battle between good and evil in Rowling’s books, scholarly reaction to (and controversies over) Harry, and the nature of post-modern society.  We will also read one book from His Dark Materials, a trilogy about magic, to discuss questions about magic and religion that echo between the two series.  

Accommodation Statement:  “Any student in this class who has a disability that may prevent full demonstration of ability should contact the instructor personally before the end of the first week of classes so that discussion can be held regarding accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate individual educational opportunities.”

Course Activities:

1. 
Attendance is expected. For 16-week semesters, the course grade will be lowered by one letter grade after the third absence and by one additional letter grade for each subsequent absence.  Absences may be excused only by petition with appropriate documentation to the Office of Freshman Programs (Carnegie 100) within three weeks of the absence.  Students are expected to use allowed absences for illness, injury or family emergencies.  Student athletes will follow Athletic Department regulations.

2. Reading assignments must be completed prior to the class period for which they are due.  Class discussion is based on the reading, and informed participation in discussion is expected.

3. Writing assignments will often accompany reading assignments and are due at the beginning of the class period for which they are assigned.  Your name, date, UCOL 1022 and student ID number must be on each assignment.  Some assignments will be submitted via OU campus e-mail.  Late assignments are not accepted.

4. Journal writing is expected; late journals are not accepted.  Journals are privileged information and cannot be shared without your written permission. Journal entries are to be submitted at the beginning of the class period in which they are due.  Handwritten journals must be in BLUE or BLACK INK ONLY (no pencil), be single-spaced, and take up ALL of BOTH sides of a standard sheet of notebook paper.  Journals of insufficient length or journals written in pencil (or other unacceptable media) may not be redone for credit.  Computer-generated journals should be in 12-point font with one-inch margins, double spaced, and a minimum of 1 ½ pages.  Since journals are all-or-nothing credit, each must meet minimum length requirements or no credit will be earned. 

5. Announced and unannounced quizzes will be given in class.  Quizzes and any other in-class work must be written in blue or black ink (NO PENCIL) in order to receive credit.

6. Attending three out-of-class events and submitting a written response (1 ½ to 2 pages typed double-spaced; format to be distributed in class) about each will be required in this seminar.  Look especially at the Student Success Series and Leadership Series for possibilities.  Other options will be discussed in class. 

7. Presentations (one per student) will be included in class activities.  Each student will give one presentation in a small group (up to three students per group).  If you would prefer to present by yourself, please be sure to inform your instructor.  Each group member should speak to the class during the presentation.  Provide a visual aid or handout that includes at least three resources associated with your subject.  Be sure that your presentation is of sufficient length and that each person knows his or her part.  Slipshod presentations are a waste of class time, so please make your presentations thoughtful and interesting.  Presentations may not be rescheduled once time slots have been arranged, and no makeups are allowed. 
8. A research paper will be required.  Each student will propose a topic for investigation (to be approved by the instructor).  You may follow up on an aspect of the presentation in which you participated, provided that your research does not simply rehash the presentation—you may also pursue a new topic.  Remember that simply including a Works Cited section at the end of your paper is NOT sufficient.  Everything in the paper that does not come out of your own head as an original thought MUST have a citation within the body of the paper or you have committed academic dishonesty. The final paper should be in MLA form--four to six pages, typed and double-spaced in 12-point font with one-inch margins.  NO COVER PAGES, PLEASE. Be very sure to follow MLA format for quotes and works cited pages.  We will discuss this format in class.  Please be sure that your instructor reads a draft of this paper before the final version is submitted.  

9. A reaction paper will also be required.  You will read one book from His Dark Materials, a trilogy that raises questions about sin and the nature of humankind.  We will discuss implications of this issue in class.  For this paper, you will choose three problems or questions posed in The Amber Spyglass and react to them based on your reading.  Since this is meant to be a reaction paper, only quotes from the book will be necessary as evidence for your analysis.  If you use other sources, please include a Works Cited page in MLA form. 
10. A course portfolio will be an important long-term assignment for the semester.  Each student will submit a portfolio containing all coursework along with a grade proposal (requirements to be distributed in class).  Please obtain a two-pocket folder or soft three-ring binder in which to place documents for the portfolio.  Missing elements will reduce the portfolio grade, so please make a special effort to keep everything (class work, handouts, research, notes, etc.) from the beginning of the semester. 
11. Final Exam.  The final examination will be given during the final examination period. Expect a combination of matching, identification, fill-in-the-blank, short answer, and essay questions. 

Grading Policy.  This Freshman Seminar is a letter –graded course.  Attendance is a part of the grade.  A letter grade penalty is assessed for each absence after the third absence for sixteen-week courses.  This course is not graded on a curve.

Grading: 

Journals and written responses to out-of-class events will be one-third of the final grade.

Quizzes will be one-third of the final grade.

Research paper, reaction paper, presentation, portfolio/proposal, and final examination will be one-third of the final grade. 

A=90-100
B=80-89

C=70-79
D=60-69
F=59 and below

Students are expected to be on time for class.  Daily grades are given promptly at the beginning of the class hour, and late assignments or quizzes are not accepted.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Since the Kronzek book is a dictionary of symbols from HP, we will be referring to it throughout the semester.  Specific sections will be assigned to accompany certain chapters of the books.






Monday


Wednesday
WEEK ONE


Introductions



History of Magic









Journal 1 due

Journal 1—Introduce yourself/which HP character (besides Harry) is your favorite and why?

**Choose groups for presentations by Wednesday this week. 

**Get folder for course portfolio. 

WEEK TWO


Magic and paganism


Magic and myth 




SS excerpt



Quiz 1

**Submit topics (what will you use for sources?); schedule times for presentations Wednesday. 





**Choose first event to attend. 

WEEK THREE


Objections to HP series


J. K. Rowling, constructing the author




Magic or Magick?








Journal 2 due



Quiz 2

Journal 2—Respond to objections/What is “witchcraft”?/Differences between magic and magick/What is the magic of HP?





**Presentations begin this week.





**Check your portfolio.  Are you keeping everything in order?

WEEK FOUR


CS, Chapters 1-5


CS, Chapters 6-10




Symbology of HP


Archetypes



Journal 3 due

Journal 3—Website evaluations. 

**Submit topics for research papers by Wednesday this week. 

WEEK FIVE


CS, Chapters 11-14


CS, Chapters 15-18




Christian interpretations of HP

The double










Quiz 3

**Submit annotated bibliography for research paper by Wednesday this week.

**Choose second event to attend. 

WEEK SIX


OP, Chapters 1-4


OP, Chapters 5-8




Meanings of Phoenix


Dementors and Boggarts





Event 1 due



Journal 4 due

Journal 4—Analyzing an archetype—the double—Voldemort, Tom Riddle, and Harry—doubles, mirrors, and identity.




**Work on research papers—review MLA form, plagiarism policy.

**Check your portfolio—are you assembling quizzes, journals, materials from presentations and research?

WEEK SEVEN


OP, Chapters 9-12


OP, Chapters 13-16




Reading “diagonally”


Dark Arts





Quiz 4




Event 2 due





**Continue work on research papers.






WEEK EIGHT


OP, Chapters 17-20


OP, Chapters 21-end




Social issues in HP


Darkness in HP










Journal 5 due

Journal 5—The presence of darkness and a world in flux—what does this mean in Harry and how is this “post-modern”?

**Meet with instructor to discuss research paper draft by Friday of this week.

**Choose third event to attend. 

WEEK NINE


Review




Midterm Examination




**Revise research paper—hand in final copy on Wednesday.

WEEK TEN


What is post-modern?


His Dark Materials, intro. 








Research paper due 

WEEK ELEVEN

Excerpt from HDM 1


HDM and Paradise Lost




Defining “dust”



Journal 6 due

Journal 6—What is “dust”?  What does its presence tell about the nature of humankind?

WEEK TWELVE

Spyglass



Spyglass









Quiz 6

**Begin thinking about reaction papers.  What is there to react to in Spyglass? To what extent is Spyglass critiquing traditional religion? How would you respond to this critique?

WEEK THIRTEEN

Spyglass



Spyglass



Event 3 due



Portfolio check





**Bring portfolio to class Wednesday.  Do you have everything?

**Work on reaction papers this week.  Make an appointment to see instructor to 
discuss draft or submit draft by email for review. 

WEEK FOURTEEN

Spyglass



Spyglass









Reaction Paper due

WEEK FIFTEEN

Conclusions



Course Evaluations
