
"REQUIRED READING FOR ALL
WHO WOULD UNDERSTAND
THE AGE IN WHICH WE LIVE."

—John L. Esposito, author of

Unholy War: Terror in theName of Islam
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"A helpful guide for those
trying to understand why
evil is perpetrated in the
name of religion."

—Publishers Weekly

"Eloquently explores
both the bright and the
dark side of religious
traditions— Both sound
and highly accessible."

—Harvey Cox, author
of Common Prayers

"A bold, powerful, truth-telling analysis of the
ways in which religions can become destructive—

A helpful, even-handed framework for understanding
the religious extremism we see today."

—Diana L. Eck, author of New Religious America

"This book seems to me to have 'come to
God's larger Kingdom for a time such as this.'"

•Hardy Clemons, Former Moderator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

"I cannot imagine a more timely or insightful book
for the time in which we live— I highly recommend this

book to all people of goodwill!"

—Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)
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to read Psalm 88, he passed over it. She
said, "What happened to Psalm 88?"
He said, "I didn't think you could take
Psalm 88. It's a bleak psalm."

"She said to me more lovingly than
the psalms, 'Who do you think you are
to decide what I can take? The light
ones don't mean anything if you haven't
walked through the dark ones.'" Near
the end of The Cry of Absence, he
writes, "After the astonishing recogni-
tion of trust through the passage of
time, it would be tempting to close the
Book of Psalms, take the rest of the day
off..."

A
DAY on-', maybe, but never a
sabbatical. Of the 34 years he
taught at the University of
Chicago, he missed only 12

classes and seriously considered
whether he should miss class to receive
the National Medal of the Humanities
at the White House in 1997.

Marty defines his vocation as an his-
torian by citing R. II. Tawney, who said,
"I find the world very odd and I want to
know how it got that way." For Marty
the oddness factor has been articulated
by Reinhold Niebuhr's concept of irony
as outlined in The Irony of American
H iff on/, written at the beginning of the
cold war. Says Marty, "He based it on
the text Psalm 2 verse 4 , ' . . . the princes
of earth take counsel together and lie
that sitteth in heaven shall laugh.' To
have irony you have to be an agent of
something, which then goes partly
wrong, and something in you con-
tributes to that wnmgness. For
Niebulir, there is ignorance inside our
knowledge, vice inside our virtue, inse-
curity inside our security. It's going to
go wrong and that's the decisive mo-
ment. That is what I see in everything I
write as an historian."

"An historian has nothing to do i f
there's not a trace. If something hap-
pened and there's not a monument, or a
footprint, or a text, vou can't know any-
thing. And the bias of that first text al-
ready keeps us from getting to the
event," he says. "What I've tried to do as
an historian and—if I'm a theologian—
as a theologian has been to peel away
the take-it-for-grantedness of the
world. We tend to take tor granted that
things should be this way and don't look
under the surfaces."

C H R I S T I A N C E N T U R Y October23-November5,2002


