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It's groundbreaking,” says Duncan Irschick, an evolitionary biologist at -
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Debate over the size of the male sex organ may be impolite in some circles, but not in the world of ™
evolutionary biology. That's because male genitalia in many species, especially those that fertilize a
female's eggs internally, are among the most complex anatomical structures. Balrimore City §

Certain male dragonflies, for example, sport barbed whips on the tips of their sex organs. The male
cat, meanwhile, has one spiked with spines. Others are filigreed with brushes and hooks_ grooves
and ridges, flanges and knobs.

"The question is: why?" says R Brian Langerhans_ the Washington University biologist who led the
study of the mosquitofish, which got their name because they feed on mosquito larvae.
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Langerhans_ a graduate student who specializes in the evolution of body structures, says many DVD NOW!

biologists subscribe to the "post-mating sexual selection” theory to explain the variation. It holds that

certain anatomical designs are more adept at delivering sperm and thus fertilizing a female's eggs. s






